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Environmental Justice and 
Sustainability in the Former 
Soviet Union 
Edited by Julian Agyeman and 
Yelena Ogneva-Himmelberger
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2009. 296 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-262-51233-6, $25
Widespread pollution in the former Soviet 
Union (FSU) led Murray Feshbach and 
Alfred Friendly Jr. to refer to the “ecocide” 
of Soviet citizens (Ecocide in the USSR:   
Health and Nature Under Siege, New York: 
Basic Books, 1992). Since the breakup of 
the Soviet Union, in many ways and in many 
places the environmental situation has improved. One of the 
reasons for this was plummeting industrial production, which led to the 
shuttering of inefficient factories; this occurred even though the newly 
independent states of the FSU lacked the resources, legal structures, 
political will, and/or public interest to deal with the environmental 
legacies of the Soviet Union. In addition, the number of nongovern-
mental organizations focused on environmental issues grew rapidly in 
the 1990s. How many of these organizations still operate and what 
their focus is remains unclear, especially since economic issues rather 
than environmental ones have diverted public attention.
In 10 chapters in Environmental Justice and Sustainabilty in the 
Former Soviet Union, specialists examine recent experiences with environ-
mental justice in Russia, Sakhalin, Azerbaijan, Latvia, Kazakhstan, Sakha, 
Estonia, and Tajikistan. The authors’ goal is to answer to what extent 
increased popular environmental awareness and association activism drive 
public policy and planning in the former Soviet republics. They do so 
only to a very small extent; they conclude that emergent, separate envi-
ronmental justice and environmentally sustainable development agendas 
have not joined into a single just agenda for sustainability or human 
security. The authors make no claim to be comprehensive in geography, 
analysis, and other issues, but have sought to begin a conversation and 
to establish a research agenda on the growing global awareness of justice, 
sustainable development, just sustainability, and human security.
I select a few of the chapters to give a sense of the important 
issues in this volume. Laura Henry points out how Russia has a legal 
foundation for environmental protection and indigenous people’s 
rights, but recentralization of power and the state’s unwillingness 
to implement laws have limited the effectiveness of environmental 
movements. Henry argues that Russian environmental actors and 
organizations focus on green issues, conservation, or environmental 
sustainability as opposed to just sustainability or human security. 
Henry explores why environmentalists in Russia today struggle to 
promote sustainability—her answer is growing political centralization 
and the fact that economic and social justice issues have become more 
crucial to the masses.
Many of the environmental issues in the FSU concern resource 
development—oil, gas, diamonds in Sakha, forests, and so on. Generally 
speaking, those who live near the resource suffer the immediate conse-
quences of environmental degradation and see their standard of living 
drop, while individuals in the capitals or foreign investors profit. Kate 
Watters explores how one community strives to fight health effects of 
industrial oil development: Kazakhstan, which invited Western invest-
ment to develop those resources. Money flowed in for the benefit of 
the haves, while many who live close to the fields “live in dire poverty.” 
Jessica Graybill analyzes similar issues in Sakhalin.
Shannon O’Lear indicates that “environmental misfortune”  in 
Azerbaijan because of oil exploitation is experienced by range of ethnic 
groups, not just one group at the expense of others. As usual, income 
differentials have risen, the percentage of people living in poverty has 
grown, and citizens unequally share the risks and benefits of the bur-
geoning oil industry. O’Lear’s survey data show that people who are 
better off perceive more significant pollution-related health effects than 
those poorer individuals who actually experience them.
Those who are not familiar with the environmental justice lit-
erature may find some of the discussion tending toward theoretical 
issues. I worry that the analysts in this volume overused the notion of 
“transitioning” states in the 1990s, and tied it teleologically to norma-
tive beliefs that all people would be better off in the FSU were the states 
to adopt some kind of Western democracy. This may be true, but there 
are tremendous assumptions here. Because the authors focus on the 
tension between “green” issues (those of environmental or sustainable 
development) and “brown” issues (those of environmental justice), 
I would have liked the editors to address this tension fully. Another 
assumption—again perhaps accurate—is that access to information and 
public participation are prerequisites for environmental justice. Passive 
voice abounds in several essays. Things are “thought to have grown,” 
“are transitioning,” “are largely occurring,” “are being raised,” with the 
result that the authors encounter challenges tying the analysis of dis-
courses, world views, cognitive maps, and so on to concrete persons. 
Political scientists, environmental studies specialists, and historians 
will find something of great interest in this volume. Anyone interested 
in contemporary environmental politics in the FSU should read this 
book. The introduction and the conclusion provide the framework 
for the case studies. Another strong point is a rich bibliography that 
accompanies each chapter.
Paul Josephson
Paul Josephson teaches history at Colby College, Waterville, Maine, and is the 
author of several books on the history of science and technology in the former 
Soviet Union, most recently Would Trotsky Wear a Bluetooth?
Biodata Mining and Visualiation: Novel 
Approaches
Ilkka Havukkala
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 324 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-279-036-1, $88
Certifiably Sustainable? The Role of 
Third-Party Certification Systems
Committee on Certification of Sustainable 
Products and Services; National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
144 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-14711-8, $35
Climate Stabilization Targets: 
Emissions, Concentrations, and Impacts 
over Decades to Millennia
Committee on Stabilization Targets for 
Atmospheric Greenhouse Gas Concentrations; 
National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
190 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-15176-4, $45
Computational Ecology: Artificial Neural 
Networks and Their Applications
WenJun Zhang
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 312 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4282-62-8, $96
Enhancing Food Safety: The Role  
of the Food and Drug Administration
Robert B. Wallace, Maria Oria, eds.
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
520 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-15273-0, $59
Handbook of Climate Change and 
Agroecosystems: Impacts, Adaptation, 
and Mitigation
Daniel Hillel, Cynthia Rosenzweig, eds.
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 450 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1-84816-655-4, $168
Health and Environment in Europe
WHO Regional Office for Europe
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 156 pp. 
ISBN: 978-9-2890-4198-0, $40
Household Use of Solid Fuels and 
High Temperature Frying
IARC
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 400 pp. 
ISBN: 9789283212959, $55
Informing an Effective Response 
to Climate Change
America’s Climate Choices: Panel on Informing 
Effective Decisions and Actions Related to 
Climate Change
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
300 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-14594-7, $67
Institutional Dynamics: Emergent 
Patterns in International Environmental 
Governance
Oran R. Young
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2010. 232 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-262-01438-0, $48
Machine Learning Approaches to 
Bioinformatics
Zheng Rong Yang
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 336 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4287-30-2, $107.00
Principles of Environmental Sciences
Jan J. Boersema, Lucas Reijnders, eds.
New York:Springer, 2010. 542 pp. 
ISBN: 978-90-481-9193-2, $79.85
Sustainability Matters: Environmental 
Management in Asia
Lin-Heng Lye, George Ofori, Lai Choo Malone-
Lee, Victor R Savage, Yen-Peng Ting, eds.
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 652 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4322-90-4, $138
The Environmental Politics of Sacrifice
Michael F. Maniates, John M. Meyer






















Announcements | New Books
Book Reviewfrom September
Towards a Liveable and Sustainable Urban Environment: 
Eco-Cities in East Asia
Liang Fook Lye, Gang Chen, eds.
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010, 232 pp. ISBN: 978-981-4287-
76-0, $65
Toxicity Pathway-Based Risk Assessment: Preparing for 
Paradigm Change
Ellen Mantus, Rapporteur; Standing Committee on Risk Analysis 
Issues and Reviews; National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 134 pp. ISBN: 978-0-
309-15422-2, $33.50
Verifying Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Methods to 
Support International Climate Agreements
Committee on Methods for Estimating Greenhouse Gas Emissions; 
National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 124 pp. ISBN: 978-0-
309-15211-2, $30
WHO Recommended Classification of Pesticides by 
Hazard and Guidelines to Classification 2009
World Health Organization
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 78 pp. ISBN: 978-9-2415-4796-3, $30
World Health Statistics 2010
World Health Organization
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 177 pp. ISBN: 978-9-2415-6398-7, $40
Progress on Sanitation and Drinking-Water: 2010 Update
World Health Organization
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 54 pp. ISBN: 9789241563956, $20
Scientific Basis of Tobacco Product Regulation
Third Report of a WHO Study Group
Geneva:WHO Press, 2010. 50 pp. ISBN: 9789241209557, $15
from July
Science: A Many-Splendored Thing
Igor Novak
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 200 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4304-74-0, $29
Soviet Union in the Context of the 
Nobel Prize
Abram M Blokh
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 900 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4277-97-6, $98.00
The Nature of Change or the Law of 
Unintended Consequences
John Mansfield
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 212 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1-84816-540-3, $45.0
Nobel Prizes and Life Sciences
Erling Norrby
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2010. 300 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-4299-36-7, $68
from May
Advances in Molecular Toxicology, 4
James C. Fishbein
St. Louis, MO:Elsevier, 2010. 248 pp.  
ISBN: 978-0-444-53584-9, $244
Understanding Climate’s Influence on 
Human Evolution
Committee on the Earth system Context for 
Hominin Evolution; National Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
128 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-14838-2, $29.25
Review of the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Draft IRIS Assessment of 
Tetrachloroethylene
Committee to Review EPA’s Toxicological 
Assessment of Tetrachloroethylene; National 
Research Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
186 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-15094-1, $42.25
Comprehensive Toxicology, 2nd ed.
Charlene A. McQueen
St. Louis, MO:Elsevier, 2010. 11,200 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-08-046868-6, $5,195
Verifying Greenhouse Gas Emissions: 
Methods to Support International 
Climate Agreements
Committee on Methods for Estimating 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions; National Research 
Council
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
144 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-15211-2, $31.50
Water Scarcity in the Mediterranean: 
Perspectives Under Global Change 
Sergi Sabater, Damià Barceló, eds.
New York:Springer, 2010. 232 pp. 
ISBN: 978-3-642-03970-6, $259
from March
Choosing the Nation’s Fiscal Future
Committee on the Fiscal Future of the United 
States; National Research Council and National 
Academy of Public Administration
Washington, DC:National Academies Press, 2010. 
268 pp. ISBN: 978-0-309-14723-1, $53.95
Evolution: The Modern Synthesis, The 
Definitive Edition
Julian S. Huxley
Cambridge, MA:MIT Press, 2010. 784 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-262-51366-1, $35
Mismeasuring Our Lives
Joseph E. Stiglitz, Amartya Sen, Jean-Paul 
Fitoussi
New York:New Press, 2010. 160 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1-59558-519-6, $15.95
from January/February
Good Laboratory Practice Training 
Manual for the Trainee, 2nd ed.
World Health Organization
Geneva, CH: WHO Press, 2009, 141 pp. 
ISBN: 9789241547574, $10.00
Good Laboratory Practice Training 
Manual for the Trainer, 2nd ed.
World Health Organization
Geneva, CH: WHO Press, 2009, 302 pp. 
ISBN: 9789241547567, $40.00
2009
Science Research Writing for Non-Native 
Speakers of English
Hilary Glasman-Deal
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2009. 272 pp. 
ISBN: 978-1-84816-309-6, $58
The Year in Review 2008, Environment, 
Energy, and Resources Law
Section of Environment, Energy, and Resources
Chicago:ABA Publishing, 2009. 379 pp. 
ISBN: 1946-9640, $75
WHO Handbook on Indoor Radon
World Health Organization
Geneva:WHO Press, 2009. 108 pp. ISBN: 978-9-
2415-4767-3, $30
Fundamentals of Patenting and 
Licensing for Scientists and Engineers
Matthew Y Ma
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2009. 292 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-283-420-1, $68
Balancing Your Life: Executive Lessons 
for Work, Family and Self
James G S Clawson
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2009. 368 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-283-906-0, $35
Communication Skills for the Biosciences
Aysha Divan
New York:Oxford University Press, 2009. 288 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-19-922635-1, $49.95
Science: A Four Thousand Year History
Patricia Fara
New York:Oxford University Press, 2009. 424 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-19-922689-4, $34.95
Solving Everyday Problems with the 
Scientific Method: Thinking Like a 
Scientist
Don K. Mak, Angela T. Mak, Anthony B. Mak
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific Publishing Co., 
2009. 236 pp. ISBN: 978-981-283-509-3, $38
Study & Communication Skills for the 
Biosciences
Stuart Johnson, Jon Scott
New York:Oxford University Press, 2009. 248 pp. 
ISBN: 978-0-19-921983-4, $45
The Manual of Scientific Style: A Guide 
for Authors, Editors, and Researchers
Harold Rabinowitz, Suzanne Vogel
St. Louis, MO:Elsevier, 2009. 984 pp.  
ISBN: 978-0-12-373980-3, $54.95
When the Scientist Presents: An Audio 
and Video Guide to Science Talks
Jean-Luc Lebrun
Hackensack, NJ:World Scientific, 2009. 264 pp. 
ISBN: 978-981-283-919-0, $55
Writing Scientific Research Articles: 
Strategy and Steps
Margaret Cargill, Patrick O’Connor
Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2009, 184 
pp. ISBN: 978-1-4051-8619-3, $29.95